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Purpose of the Report 

This report is issued by the Sunset Park Center 

for Accelerated Studies School Improvement 

Council in accordance with South Carolina law 

to share information on the school’s progress in 

meeting various goals and objectives, the work 

of the SIC, and the other accomplishments dur-

ing the school year. 

“Taking the LEAD in Education” 
 
 

 
Gifted and Talented Endorsed-Teachers 
Advanced Professional Training 

Talent Development 

Junior Beta Club 

Student Participation in Safety Patrol and Student 
Council 

South Carolina PE Teacher of the Year, 2016 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
(PBIS)  initiative 

 
Technology Infusion 

Student Choice 

Enrichment Clusters for all Students 

 
Junior Great Books’ Literacy Program 

Jacob’s Ladder Language Arts, Math, Science, 
and SS Unit Development 

Hands on Equations 

M2 and M3 Math Programs 

William and Mary Units of Study 

Primary Education Thinking Skills 

Navigations Math Curriculum 

 
Ongoing Academic Assessment to Determine 
Specific Needs of Students 

High Level Academic Challenge 

Strategies for Students with Special Needs 
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Our Mission and Vision 

 We will create a child-centered learning envi-

ronment where ALL children will learn at high 

levels. 

At SPCAS the faculty and staff… 

 Purposefully collaborate. 

 Empower students to discover, develop, and 

accelerate academically, creatively, and so-

cially. 

 Use practices that are research based and 

responsive to the needs of our students. 

 Collaborate and communicate with all stake-

holders to ensure student success. 

The Center for Accelerated                         

Studies is designed: 

 To value and nurture the gifts and talents of 

every student. 

 To research and implement best practices of   

acceleration and enrichment. 

 To integrate a highly advanced program 

throughout the school focusing on the individ-

ual needs of students. 

 To encourage and support parents as part-

ners. 

 To bring out each child’s gifts and talents. 

 As a choice school. 

 

At A Glance 

 Gifted and Talented Endorsed teachers serve all 

students in grades K-5. 

 All students participate in (two) ten week cycles of 

Enrichment Clusters which take place on Fridays 

during the last hour of the school day. Cluster op-

portunities include: Archery, Fun with Origami, 

Computer Coding, Steppers, Energized Engineers, 

Lego Builders, Positively Pottery, Logical Pursuits, 

and many more.  

 G/T cluster classes serve Gifted and Talented iden-

tified students in grades 3, 4, and 5. 

 Opportunities for competitive teams span grades 3-

5. These teams participate in the District’s Science 

Bowl, Robotics, Battle of the Books, and Math 

Olympiad Competitions. 

 Interactive technology resources in all classrooms. 

 Multiple opportunities are available to enhance your 

child’s gifts and talents using acceleration materials. 

Most Recent Student Achievements 

 Perfect PASS and SCREADY Score student recog-

nition 

 Forty-seven students qualified for Duke TIP this 

year 

 Six Palmetto Gold and Silver Awards 

 National Beta School of Merit 
Math Olympiad Team 2019 

During the 2019-2020 school year, the Sunset Park Center for 
Accelerated Studies School Improvement Council discussed 
ways to improve home-school relationships, school beautifica-
tion, partnering with our community, and increasing student 
academic achievement.  Identifying these areas of focus during 
the school year, gave our team and staff direction and meaning 
when making decisions about what to implement for this year.   

Each teacher sent weekly newsletters to parents to provide 
open communication and transparency about events, assess-
ments, assignments, etc. that would be taking place during the 
week. Dr. Barnes also gathered information from non-
homeroom teachers to include in our school-wide newsletter 
that was sent to families monthly. As a continued effort, home-
school communication folders were sent home each Thursday 
with all students, only highly important or time sensitive infor-
mation went out via our automatic phone system, and all staff 
was encouraged to continue contacts through conferences, 
phone calls, notes home, and email.  

School Beatification was also an immediate concern of our SIC 
team this year. In response, we have newly painted hallways in 
our building. This made an incredible impact on the look and 
feel of our school, especially when outside visitors arrive for the 
first time. 

Sunset Park staff, students and families take pride in our Rock 
Hill community. Our SIC team had a vision to embrace that 
pride and increase community involvement this year. As a re-
sult, many organizations have partnered to help with various 
events and initiatives this year. Among them are New Mount 
Olive AME Zion Church, Clinton Junior College, and West End 
Baptist Church. The outcome and overwhelming response to be 
involved has been amazing. We are also in partnership with the 
College of Education at Winthrop University.  Thanks to this 
partnership, Winthrop provides our school with human and 
financial resources to assist us in meeting the needs of our 
students.  We are very pleased to be able to continue this close 
and collaborative connection with Winthrop for the coming 
school year! Our PTO continues to offer extracurricular events 
for our students. Events in the past have included BINGO 
Nights, Movie Nights, Spirit Nights, and a Boosterthon. All of 
these events include support from various community organiza-
tions in Rock Hill. 

Increasing student academic achievement was also a lofty goal 
set forth by our SIC team. However, the teachers, staff, admin-
istration, students, and parents never disappoint and have 
exceeded goals this year despite the circumstances with Covid-
19 during the end of the year. Sunset Park continues to offer 
our Accelerated Studies choice program for all students in our 
district.  This program includes a clustered classroom option for 
students identified as Gifted and Talented (G/T) in 3rd through 
5th grade. We offer enrichment cluster opportunities to every 
child, and every classroom teacher is G/T endorsed.  As a result 
of offering this choice option for Rock Hill students, Sunset Park 
has continued to experience consistent growth.  Our enrollment 
numbers this year have been steady, and we anticipate an 
increase in student enrollment in the 2020-2021 school year. 
Sunset Park has earned six South Carolina Palmetto Gold and 
Silver Awards for the academic performance of its stu-
dents!  We had five students earn perfect scores on the 
SCPASS and SCREADY test this past year. Additionally, we 
had forty-seven students who qualified as Duke TIP scholars 
this year.  Our students continue to make us so proud! We were 
recently named a National Beta School of Merit. Within our own 
program, we identified 13 students who qualified for Gifted and 
Talented Services for the upcoming school year.  
 
Sunset Park Center for Accelerated Studies continues to review 
all student data in order to make decisions that will positively 
impact student achievement and development.  We are all 
excited about the possibilities that lie ahead for our students 
and our school!  

 SIC Annual Goals “All of us do not have equal talent, but all of us should 

have an equal opportunity to develop our talent.” 

            - John F. Kennedy 


