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What is the SIC?
In South Carolina, a School Improvement Council is an advisory council 
to the principal and school on issues related to school improvement. By 
law, every K-12 public school in South Carolina must have an SIC that is 
made up of parent, teacher, student (grades 9-12), and community mem-
ber representatives. The principal is an ex-officio member of every SIC. A 
SIC may create additional ex-officio positions such as the school’s Teach-
er of the Year, PTA or PTO President, past SIC Chair, or a representative 
of the school’s Title I Advisory Committee.

Purpose of the SIC Annual Report
Each year the SIC and our administration is charged with preparing an 
Annual Report to the Parents/Community in accordance with South 
Carolina law. The purpose of this report is to serve as an overview of 
the school year’s progress towards goals and objectives outlined in the 
School Improvement Plan. Inside this letter you will find many facts, suc-
cess stories and an overview of our school improvement goals through 
which we work to close the achievement gap and improve our academic 
standing. We at HHIHS are fortunate to have teachers and staff who go 
above and beyond for our students and their families. Our community 
and school continue a strong show of support, compassion and cooper-
ation. I am proud to serve as a parent leader in the HHIHS community 
and personally ask that you consider becoming involved in our efforts to 
make our school the best it can be. There is no greater reward than serv-
ing our children and their education. 

Goal 2:  Oversee the projects afforded to HHIHS 
                via Referendum funding
Actions taken to achieve Goal 2:
     • Established an Architectural Oversite Committee
     • Hosted an open forum with the District to discuss 
the location and plans for the future school building
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Goal 3:  Increase Parental Involvement
Actions taken to achieve Goal 3: 
     • Hosted a job fair for the students by the parent guest speakers highlighting a wide variety of career opportunities
     • Hosted Parent Workshops prior to the SIC meetings on topics including mental health, standardized testing, 
college scholarships and admission, FAFSA application, drug and alcohol abuse

SIC Goals
Goal 1:  Increase community awareness of HHIHS
Actions taken to achieve Goal 1:
     • Hosted a Welcome Breakfast & Introduction of new 
Principal to our Hilton Head Mayor, Town Manager, Town 
Council members and other community members
     • Facilitated a Hilton Head Island High School news-
paper produced by students and teachers to be distributed 
to all residents of Hilton Head

HHIHS Administration
   Principal:
 Steve Schidrich

   Assistant Principals:
 Klinton Aites
 Kristen Karszes
 Mike Lorenz

   Athletic Director:
 Joe Monmonier
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2019-20 School Improvement Council (SIC) Members
• Jan Davis-Vater, Community Member
• Carole Corner, Community Member
• Dr. Jackie Rosswurm, Community Member
• Buck Edwards, Community Member
• Wendy Serpe, Community Member
• George Westerfield, Community Member
• Logan Bedenbaugh, Student Representative
• Colin Gross, Student Representative
• Audrey Clayton, Ex-Officio Member/PTSO liaison
• Kathy Hussong, Ex-Officio Member/ Previous SIC Chair

• Steve Schidrich, Principal HHIHS
• Jenifer Fielding, SIC Chair, Parent Representative
• Shelby Basciano, Vice Chair, Parent Representative
• Shannon Bedenbaugh, Secretary, Parent Representative
• Leighanne Kubec, Parent Representative
• Gina Cavano, Parent Representative
• Kristin Keller, Parent Representative
• Mary Catherine Moore, Parent Representative
• Jeff Walters, Parent Representative
• Patricia Schoelkopf, Teacher Representative
• Diana Santos-Lopez, Teacher Representative

HHIHS 2018-2019 School Report Card
In November of 2019 the South Carolina Department of Education and Education Over-sight Committee 
released school and district report cards as part of the state’s merged state and federal accountability sys-
tem. The 2019 report cards reflect school and district performance during the 2018-2019 school year. The 
new report cards are based on a 100 point scale and address 5 areas in Academic Performance and 4 areas 
in School Environment. 

HHIHS achieved a “Good” Rating—School Performance Exceeds the Criteria to ensure all students meet the 
Profile of the SC Graduate. For full report please refer to https://ed.sc.gov/data/report-cards.  

International Baccalaureate (IB) Test Information
Diploma Programme (DP) examination results over the last four years

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) aims to do more than other curricula by developing inquiring, knowledge-
able and caring young people who are motivated to succeed. The DP curriculum is made up six subject groups 
and the DP core, comprising theory of knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the extended 
essay. A minimum score of 4 on the National Standardized IB end of course test is required for college credit.

 Year IB Number of Number of Diplomas Exams Scores
  Courses  Candidates IB Diploma Awarded Administered of 4-7
  Offered (students) Candidates
   Examined
 2019 21 188 40 31 505 392
 2020 22 176 30 22 402 281

ACT Test Information
The ACT is a group of curriculum-based achievement exams designed to measure the academic skills taught 
in schools and deemed important for success in first year college courses. Scores range from a low of one to 
a high of 36.  The 2019 average composite score for South Carolina was 18.8 and for 2020, 18.4.

   Composite Math Science STEM  English Reading Writing ELA
 Group Year Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score Mean Score 

 HHI HIGH SCHOOL 2019-2020 21.7 21.8 21.4 21.8 21 22.3 7.1 20.2
 HHI HIGH SCHOOL 2018-2019 19.9 20 19.9 20.2 18.7 20.3 6.2 17.9
 HHI HIGH SCHOOL 2017-2018 20.8 20.8 20.6 20.9 20.1 21.2 6.5 18.9

Summary View:  The ACT (All Data), HILTON HEAD ISLAND HIGH SCHOOL
Showing students who are College Reportable
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Mission of HHIHS
The mission of Hilton Head Island High School is to prepare 
each student to become a productive, responsible citizen in 
a complex, global, technological age that requires lifelong 
learning. To fulfill this mission we believe it is important to: 
• Provide rigorous, balanced curriculum and exemplary 
teaching
• Maintain a disciplined, highly academic atmosphere and 
expect the best from every student
• Foster personal responsibility, citizenship, and civility by 
enforcing high standards of student behavior
• Work in partnership with family and community to help 
each student succeed
• Provide an environment in which excellent teachers 
thrive
• Provide quality facilities and technological resources to 
enhance learning
• Promote tolerance, trust and respect among all members 
of our multicultural school community
• Provide a safe, inviting and stimulating school environ-
ment
• Provide education opportunities suited to each student’s 
developmental needs and potential

Strategic Plan Goals for HHIHS
Goal 3:  Teaching & Assessing 
for Student Learning 

Goal 1:  Maintain & Commu-
nicate a purpose and direction 
for continuous improvement 
for learning 

Goal 2:  Support Systems for 
teachers, students & facilities 

Goal 4:  Documenting and 
Using Results for Continuous 
Improvement 

Goal 5:  Governance & Leader-
ship that promote and support 
student performance and 
system effectiveness 

• Allocate and protect instructional 
time to support student learning. 

• Implement interventions to help 
students meet expectations for 
learning.
 
• Ensure that mentoring, coaching 
and induction programs support 
instructional improvement consis-
tent with schools’ values and beliefs 
about teaching and learning. 

• Engage families in meaningful 
ways in their children’s educations 
and keep them informed of their 
children’s learning progress. 

• School leaders will monitor 
and support the improvement 
of in-structional practices to 
ensure student success. 

• Commit to a student-centered 
culture based on shared values and 
beliefs regarding teaching and 
learning. Support challenging, 
equitable educational programs and 
learning experiences for all students. 
Each school will develop a shared 
set of values and beliefs and build 
climate and culture to support the 
district’s mission and vision. 

• Provide services that support the 
counseling, assessment, referral, 
educational and career planning 
needs of all students.  

• Use student assessment data to 
improve teaching and learning 
processes. 

• Schools will employ a system that 
provides accurate analysis and thor-
ough review of student performance 
and school effectiveness

SIC’s 2019 Welcome Breakfast 
& Introduction of New Principal 
to our Hilton Head Mayor, Town 

Manager, Town Council Members 
and other Community Members



Signing Day

" I have nothing in common with lazy people who blame others for
their lack of success. Great things come from hard work and

perseverance. No excuses." - Kobe Bryant

" The reason most people give up is because they tend to look at
how far they still have to go, instead of how far they have come."

- Shaquille O'Neal

Top: Conrad Alford (12) signing to the University of Pikeville in
Pikeville, Kentucky to play football.

Right: Elijah Hickey (12) signing to Morehead State University
in Morehead, Kentucky to play football.

Lucius Moore (12) signing to The University of
Central Florida in Orlando, Florida to play football.

Maximillian Baez (12) signing to Queens University in
Charlotte, North Carolina for cross country.

Cole Demarzo (12) signing to Michigan State University
in East Lansing, Michigan to play football.

Jack Lashinger (12) signing to Erskine College in
Due West, South Carolina to play golf.

Elijah Thompson (12)  signing to
Limestone College in Gaffney,
South Carolina to play football.

John Richardson (12) signing to
Erskine College in Due West,

South Carolina to play baseball.

Christian Miller (12) signing to
Gardner Webb University in Boiling

Springs, North Carolina to play
football.

Alfred Young (12) signing to
Limestone College in Gaffney,
South Carolina to play football.

Hilton Head Island High School's athletic trainer Shawn
Zink congratulating William Frith (12) on his signing.

Miya Poplin (12), Niki Farizy (12), Payton Kurtz (10), Addison Trew (10), Hannah Stanhope (12), Megan Spiehs
(11), Abbigail Lainhart (11), and Jamie Lavine (12) celebrating the achievements of their girls soccer program.
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I.B.D.P. & I.B.C.P.

Clark Haertel (12) and Mr. Talarczyk the 'Cool Guys.'

Isaiah Shatz (11) attends the I.B.C.P.
program and also plays lacrosse. He hopes
to use this program to help himself in the
future. He says I.B.C.P. is a great program.

I.B. Career Related Program

The I.B. Career Related Program is developed specifically for students who
wish to engage in career related learning, while gaining transferable life-long

skills in applied knowledge, critical thinking, communication, and cross-
cultural engagement. The career realted study prepares students for higher

education, an internship or apprenticeship, or a position in a designated field
of interest. Each school chooses the career related courses most suited to

their local conditions and the needs of their students.

Robert Parent (12) is in the I.B.C.P program
and says his favorite class is I.B. U.S History.
He is enrolled in this program beacause he

likes to be academically challenged.

Amanda Halpin (12), Sydney Hall (12), and Molly Feldman
(12) are hanging in their favorite spot the library.

Brandon Hadley (12) in the library
working hard.

Mr. Talarczyk I.B.C.P Coordinator

Enjoys the I.B.C.P program, because it
is not only fun but challenging. Her

favorite class is Personal and
Professional Skills.

"Take I.B.C.P, if you are interested in
business and if you want to find out
what you want to do with your life".

 He enjoys the small class bond they
have and learning what paths he has in
front of him in college. Favorite class is

I.B. History.
"Take I.B.C.P, if you want to narrow

your focus on a College major, you will
also learn valuable real world skills".

Likes being in a small class and being
able to focus on work that isn't just
typical school learning, for example

volunteering at the elementary school.
"Take I.B.C.P if your'e interested in

business and if you  want to be part of
a small, laid back class."

Davis Courts (12) and Lucas Parrella (12).

William Frith (12) Molly Feldm an (12) Lucas Parrella (12)

IBCP Coordinator Mr. Talarczyk enjoys interacting with students that share a
business interest. He teaches Personal and Professional skills and I.B.
Business + Management and working with self-motivated students.

Mr.Talarcyzk has taught I.B. Business for seven years and this is his first
semester teaching Personal and Professional Skills and does a great job at

it. He enjoys b uilding professional relationships with his students as well as
challenging and pushing them to be the best they can be.

"Get to work and stop wasting time" is something he says often to his
students.
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John Richardson (12), Nicholas Biangone (12), and
Will Frith (12) enjoys being in a class surrounded by

students that are preparing for their future. This picture
was taken, during Mr. Talaczyk's third block Personal

and Professional skills class.

Davis Courts (12), Clarke Haertel (12), Lucas Parrella (12), Molly Feldman (12), Amanda Halpin (12), Sydne y Hall (12), Brandon Hadley (12), Nicholas
Magnin (12), Will Frith (12), Aiden Morel (12),  and Mr. Talarczyk
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Model UN

Academic World Quest

Model UN is an educational simulation where students learn about diplomacy and international
relations by "representing countries from around the world in mock diplomacy exercises. Students
learn about current world issues, brush up on their speaking, debating and writing skills, and also

improve their critical thinking, teamwork and leadership skills.

H.H.I.H.S. competed at the annual Beaufort County Model UN Conference at Beaufort
High School and came away with the "Best School Delegation" award. They also

competed at the Georgia Southern University Conference at the end of February where
multiple students received awards. Laney Hawkins (10) won a Distinguished Recognition
award representing Congo as the African Union, Hayden Bird won an Honorable Mention
award representing the Dominican Republic as Security Council, and Caroline Stone also

won an Honorable Mention award representing Tunisia as the Human Rights Commission.

"I like being V.P. because I
like working with my

classmates and meeting new
people."

Vice President:
Tommy Hughson (11).

Treasurer:
 Cheyenne Fere (12).

"Mr. Van Tassel is such a
hassle."

This organization is Hilton Head Island High School's branch of the World Affairs Council. The
students in this club are committed to spreading the mission of international cooperation through
foreign policy studies. Academic World Quest's mission is to promote the study of global affairs,
political science, and diplomacy. They are dedicated to engaging the public and leading global
voices to better understand the world, America's international role, and the policy choices that

impact our daily lives. This year, our Academic World Quest Cub came third overall in a Beaufort
County School District competition hosted by the World Affairs Council of Hilton Head.

The Model UN club posing with our Principal Mr. Schidrich after their win at BCSD.

The Model UN students representing Tunisia (top), Singapore (right), and the Dominican Republic (left).

The club posing for a picture after competing in a World Quest competition. Club members inquiring during the
World Affairs Council of H.H.I.

Club members Anna Gray Ashton (10)
and Mabel Safe (10).

Club members preparing for their
competition.

President:
Logan Bedenbaugh (12).

"I love Model UN because it
exposes the realities behind

diplomatic policy."

Secretary:
 Maria Ibarra (12).

"I love Model UN because of
the opportunities it gives us

to solve real world
problems."
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Snapshot of the Abbreviated 2019-20 School Year Accomplishments
• Joe Monmonier President of the South Carolina 

Athletic Administrators Association
• Joe Monmonier elected AAAA Conference 

Treasurer/Secretary
• Max Mayo SC Girls Cross Country Coach of the 

Year
• Girls Tennis 2019 AAAA State Champions
• Girls Cross Country 2019 AAAA State Champions
• Girls Swimming 2019 AAAA State Runner up
• Emily Ruckno named AAAA Tennis Player of 

the Year
• 2019 Region champions: Girls and Boys Swim, 

Boys and Girls Cross Country, Girls Golf, Vol-
leyball

• SCHSL/NFHS Award of Excellence for Exem-
plary Display of Sportsmanship, Ethics and 
Integrity

• 25 AAA All State Athletes
• 50 All Region 7 Athletes
• 22 Student Athletes Signed to play college     

athletics.  

• Model UN received the “Best Delegation” at the 
Beaufort County Conference in January 2020

• Mabel Safe (10) was named All Region and All 
State for playing the saxophone

• Joseph Hutchinson (11) receives All Region for 
playing cello

• Cristain Ambrocio (12) won a Silver Key in 
poetry for the Scholastic Writing Awards

• The Seahawk Singers received an “Excellent” 
Rating at the 2019 State Choir Festival and re-
ceived a “Superior” in Sight-Singing.

• Band awards include a First Chair All Region 
band selection and All State participation.

• IN-STATE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: The 
HHIHS class of 2020 included 18 students se-
lected for Palmetto Fellows Scholarships; 86 stu-
dents earned Life Scholarships and 97 students 
earned Hope Scholarships. HHIHS Seniors 
earned in excess of $4.2 million dollars in South 
Carolina-based scholarship funding.

• Beaufort County School District students won 
59 Southeast regional recognitions in the 2020 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards competition; 
with 45 of those awards going to students from 
Hilton Head Island High School.  

Mabel Safe (10) - All Region & 
All State for playing the saxophone

Our Seahawks continue to
impress us every year.  As the

students continue to show their
talents  academically, artistically,

and athletically, Hilton Head
Island High School's teachers and

administrators stand proud.
These photographs highlight just

a few of the special moments
captured during the 2019-20

school year.

"I have worked so hard and tried for so many years to win states, It was amazing to
reach that goal my senior year!"

-Sydney Hall (12)

Above: Valeria Morales' (12) photo, The Waters, was 1/170 photos chosen out of 3,000 photographs to be on display at
Drexel University in Philadelphia, PA. Below: Emily Ruckno (9) was named AAAA Tennis Player of the year by S.C.A.C.A.

Tennis Coaches Association and Cristain Ambrocio (12) won a Silver Key in poetry for the Scholastic Writing Awards.

Tyler Crisp en and Angie Rummins from the show Big Brother suprised Mckenzie Ryan (10) at her basketball game against
Colleton High School after she gained 500 likes on instagram so that Tyler and Angie would come.

Proud Moments

The H.H.I.H.S. Girls Varsity Tennis team model their state rings after receiving them.

"It is an honor to represent Hilton Head Island High School and South Carolina in the Drexel Photography High School Contest exhibition. I am ecstatic to see my
photography thrive and I am thankful for my teachers who have helped  me flourish at H.H.I.H.S."

- Valeria Morales (12)

 Mabel Safe (10) was named All Region and All State for playing the
saxophone.
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IB Students Model UN received “Best Delegation”


