
Waccamaw Middle School continues to strive for excellence in the academic arena. In order to 
reach this goal, teachers are involved in Professional Learning Teams and balanced literacy 
projects. They are also encouraged to individualize their professional growth by participating in 
conference and reading relevant self-selected scholarly resources. 
 
Nearly half of our students participate with the various athletic teams, clubs, and fine arts 
programs that are offered regularly. Several of these students also participate at the varsity level 
at our sister high school. For the fourth year in a row, the Waccamaw Middle School band has 
received an Outstanding Performance Award and a superior ranking at the district, regional, and 
state competitions. Two of our art students also received top honors at the Superintendent’s Art 
Awards. The Waccamaw Middle School Academic Team also successfully defended out 
championship title for the district. 
 
Educational partnerships were developed and continued throughout the year. Waccamaw 
Middle School Student Council coordinated a community-wide bully awareness walk, and 
continued to support several projects that assisted people in need. As a school, we continued 
our humanitarian endeavors by our participation in Relay For Life to support cancer research. 
Our National Jr. Honor Society and Student Council supported food drives for our local food 
banks. Each semester, donations of clothing and coats are made to the local Salvation Army 
and Goodwill. 
 
The guidance department was awarded a Centers of Excellence Grant through Francis Marion 
University, allowing 25 students to job shadow at Clemson Extension and learn about water 
quality testing with Waccamaw Riverkeeper. They also completed service learning and 
participated on a college tour, thus enhancing their abilities to develop postsecondary goals. 
 
Waccamaw Middle School benefitted through many partnerships this year. Through the efforts 
of local businesses, our PTSA and SIC, the students of Waccamaw Middle School were 
supported in the classrooms as well as the community.  We were especially pleased that 
Massey’s Pizza agreed to sponsor or character education program. Looking towards the future, 
we continue to strive to provide our students with a rigorous educational challenge to better 
prepare them to become responsible citizens and lifelong learners. 
 
Mark Phillips, Ph.D., Principal 
Richard Kerr, SIC President 
  



Waccamaw Middle School continues to strive for excellence in the academic arena. In order to 
reach our goal, teachers are involved in Professional Learning Teams, balanced literacy 
projects, and are encouraged to individualize their professional growth by attending 
conferences, and self-selected reading assignments. As a result, we garnered our third 
consecutive Palmetto Gold Ranking. 
 
Nearly half of our students participate in the various athletic teams, clubs, and fine arts 
programs that are offered at the school. Several of these students participates in our feeder 
school’s athletic program. For the fourth year in a row, the Waccamaw Middle School band and 
chorus have received an Outstanding Performance Award and a superior ranking at district, 
regional and state competitions. Two of our art students also received top honors at the 
Superintendent’s Art Awards. The Waccamaw Middle School Academic Team also successfully 
defended our championship title this year for the district. 
 
Educational partnerships were developed this year through Francis Marion University’s Centers 
of Excellence Grant which was awarded to the guidance department. This grant allowed 25 
students to job shadow at Clemson Extension and learn about water quality testing with 
Waccamaw Riverkeeper, complete service learning and participate on a college tour; thus 
enhancing their abilities to develop postsecondary goals. 
 
Waccamaw Middle School Student Council coordinated a community-wide bully awareness 
walk, and continued to support several programs that assist people in need. 
As a school, we continued our humanitarian endeavors by our participation in Relay For Life to 
support cancer research and food drives for our local food banks. Each we also make donations 
of clothes and coats to the local Salvation Army and Goodwill.   
 
Waccamaw Middle School benefitted through many partnerships this year. Through the efforts 
of local businesses, our PTSA and SIC, the students of Waccamaw Middle School were 
supported in the classrooms as well as the community.  We were especially pleased that 
Massey’s Pizza agreed to sponsor our character education program. Looking towards the 
future, we continue to strive to provide our students with a rigorous educational challenge to 
better prepare them to become responsible citizens and lifelong learners. 
 
Mark Phillips, Ph.D. 
Principal 
Tom Eckard 
SIC President 
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