
Sixth Grade        

  # Tested 
% Not 
Met % Met 

% Exem-
plary % Passed 

ELA 350 22.0 35.4 42.6 78.0 

Math 351 27.6 45.0 27.4 72.4 

Science 174 30.5 52.9 16.7 69.5 

Social Studies 177 14.1 47.5 38.4 85.9 

      

      

    

Seventh 
Grade        

  # Tested 
% Not 
Met % Met 

% Exem-
plary % Passed 

ELA 342 24.6 33.9 41.5 75.4 

Math 343 23.6 44.3 32.1 76.4 

Science 343 25.9 54.8 19.2 74.1 

Social Studies 343 31.5 36.2 32.4 68.5 

      

      

    

Eighth 
Grade        

  # Tested 
% Not 
Met % Met 

% Exem-
plary % Passed 

Writing 332 15.7 35.8 48.5 84.3 

ELA 331 23.6 39.3 37.2 76.4 

Math 331 27.2 53.8 19.0 72.8 

Science 166 15.7 45.8 38.6 84.3 

Social Studies 165 25.5 32.7 41.8 74.5 
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     The Administration, Staff, and School Improvement Council of Hillcrest Middle School present this annual 

report to the parents and others in the community interested in the school.  Please feel free to contact Keith Rus-

sell, the principal, with any questions or comments. 

School Improvement Council Members:      

Angalet, Mandy   Parent 
 
Cortese, Michi   Administrator 
  
Gerhart, Jay   Parent 
 
Gibbs, Ana   Teacher 
 
Hunnicutt, Jane   Guidance 
 
Johnson, Melanie   Parent 
 
Kirby, Janet   Administrator 
 
Mattison, Teresa   Parent 
 
McGuffin, Gracie   Guidance 
 
McPoland, Barb   Teacher 
 
Poterala, Shay   Parent 
 
Reames, Heather   Parent 
 
Russell, Keith   Principal 
 
Walker, Mary   Administrator 
 
Watson, Lynda   Parent 
 
Welch, Christie   Parent 
 
Zepel, Rick             Instructional Coach 
 
 
Quick  Fa c t s :  
Cu r ren t  en ro l lmen t :   1 04 7  
Nu mb er  o f  t ea ch er s :   5 8  
Nu mb er  o f  Ad min i s t r a to r s :   4  
Nu mb er  o f  Gu id an ce  Co u nse lo r s :  3  
 
Ach i ev em en t  o f  Go a l s  a nd  Ob jec t i v es :  
Du r in g  th e  p as t  sch o ol  ye a r  Hi l l c r es t  M id d le  Sch ool  h as :  

•  Rece iv ed  th e  P a lmet to  Go ld  Award  an d  a  r a t i n g  o f  Exce l l en t  i n  sch oo l  imp rove-

men t .  

•  Rece iv ed  th e  SC P TA Ou t s t an d in g  Un i t  o f  t h e  Year  Award  fo r  2 0 11-2 0 12 .  

•  Ach ie ved  l a rge s t  p e rcen t age  o f  s t u d en t s  me e t in g  M AP  t a rge t  g ro wth  o f  an y mid d le  

sch o o l  in  th e  d i s t r i c t .  

•  P ASS  acco u n tab i l i t y  r a t e  o f  8 9 %.   

 

Introduction 

AYP= Adequate Yearly Progress 

NCLB= No Child Left Behind 

MAP= Measures of Academic Progress 

ELA= English/Language Arts 

2 0 1 2  S c ho o l  R e po r t  C a rd   

R a t i ng s :  

 

A bs o l u t e  R a t i ng -Go o d  

 

I mpr o v e me nt  R a t i ng –  Exce l l en t  
 
Sch o ol  Rep o r t  Card  Ra t ings  a re  

b ased  o n  imp ro ve men t s  t h i s  yea r  

an d  o ver  t ime .   HM S sco res  a r e  

s t i l l  i n  t h e  to p  q u ar t e r  o f  mid d le  

sch o o l s  in  th e  en t i r e  d i s t r i c t .   

HM S i s  t h e  o n ly mid d le  sch o o l  

i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  to  win  a  P a lmet to  

S i lve r  Award  fo r  P ASS  sco re  

imp ro ve men t  i n  th e  l a s t  t h ree  

yea r s .  

•  Of th e  3 4 7  cu r ren t  7 th  g rad er s  1 00  qu a l i f i ed  t o  t ake  t h e  SAT o r  AC T,  2 0  too k  th e  SAT/ AC T 

an d  5  s tu d en t s  qu a l i f i ed  fo r  S t a t e  Reco gn i t io n  s t a tus .  

•  Of th e  3 3 7  cu r ren t  8 th  g rad er s  9 0  to o k  th e  P SAT an d  29  were  r eco gn ized  as  S C Ju n io r  Scho l -

a r s .  

•  Of th e  cu r ren t  3 37  8 th  g rad er s  3 7  a re  en ro l l ed  in  Engl i sh  I  Ho no rs ,  24  in  F rench ,  42  i n  Alge-

b ra  I  Ho no rs ,  1 15  in  Sp an i sh  I  and  19  in  Geo met r y.  

•  Th i r t y - f ive  7 th  g rad e  s tu den t s  a r e  en ro l l ed  in  th e  Algeb ra  I  Ho n o rs  cou r se .   

•  Co n t in u ed  s t a tu s  a s  a  Na t io n a l  P TA P aren t a l  In vo lve men t  Sch o o l  o f  Exce l l en ce .   HM S was  

o n e  o f  on ly 3  mid d le  sch o o l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  ach i eve  t h i s  award .  

•  Co n t in u ed  M AP  (M easu res  o f  Acad e mic  P ro gress )  i n  t h e  a reas  o f  M ath ,  Lan gu age  Ar t s ,  an d           
Li t e ra tu re  as  a  measu re  o f  acad e mic  p ro gress  mad e  d u r in g  th e  sch oo l  yea r .   Th i s  t e s t  wi l l  b e  

u sed  to  mea su re  g ro wth  yea r  b y yea r  fo r  each  in d iv id u a l  s tu d en t .    

•  Sta t e  f i n a l i s t  fo r  Na t io n a l  Geo gr ap h ic  Geo grap h y B ee .  

 

D i s t r i c t  Go a l s :  

1 .  Ra i se  t h e  acad e mic  ch a l l e n ge  an d  p e r fo rman ce  o f  e ach  s tu d en t .  

2 .  En su re  qu a l i t y  p e r so n n e l  in  a l l  po s i t io n s .  

3 .  P ro v id e  a  sch oo l  en v i ronmen t  su p po r t i ve  o f  l ea rn in g .  

4 .  E f fec t i ve l y man age  an d  fu r th e r  d eve lo p  n ecessa r y f i n an c i a l  r e so u rces .  

5 .  Imp ro ve  p u b l i c  un d er s t and in g  an d  su pp o r t  o f  p ub l ic  sch o o l s .  

 

Scho o l  Go a l s  & Ob je c t i ve s :  

1 .  To  mee t  AYP  fo r  a l l  s t u d en t s .  

2 .  To  co n t inu e  i n s t ru c t ion a l  s t r a t eg i es  t o  en ab le  s tu d en t s  t o  r ece ive  h igh  b en chmark  sco re s  o n  

s t an d ard i zed  as sess men t s  o f  ed u ca t io n a l  p ro grams .  

3 .  To  in c rease  s tu d en t  ach i eve men t  t h rou gh  imp ro vemen t  i n  t h e  qu a l i t y  o f  ad mi n i s t r a to r s  and   

      t each er s .    

4 .    To  d eve lo p  a  sa fe ,  r e s p o n s ib l e ,  and  r esp ec t fu l  sch o o l  en v i ro n men t .  

 

S t ra t eg i e s  To  M e e t  Fu tu r e  Go a l s :  
1 .  Co n t in u e  P ASS  p rac t i ce  op p o r tun i t i e s  fo r  a l l  s t u d en t s  i n  n eed  o f  ad d i t io n a l  a ss i s t an ce .  

2 .  En h an ce  t each er  awar en es s  i n  mee t in g  th e  n eed s  o f  s t u d en t s  wi th  l ea rn in g  d i sab i l i t i e s .  

3 .  M ain t a in  h igh  sco res  on  s t an d ard i zed  and  end-o f -co u r se  t e s t s .  

4 .  U t i l i ze  t e s t  d a t a  t o  in c rease  s tu d en t  ach i evemen t  l eve l s  o f  a l l  g ro u p s  o f  s t u d en t s .  

5 .  P ro v id e  s t a f f  d eve lo p men t  i n  p e rce ived  a rea s  o f  i n t e res t  an d  n eed .  

6 .  Co n t in u e  to  imp lemen t  an t i -b u l lyin g  an d  ch arac t e r  d eve lo p men t  p ro gra ms .  

7 .  P ro mo te  p a ren t a l  i n vo lvemen t  t o  in c rease  s t an d ard i zed  t e s t  s co res  fo r  a l l  s t u d en t s .  

 

Annua l  Eva lua t io ns :  
1. PASS tests in ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies. 

2. End-of-course tests in high school level courses (Algebra, French, English 1).  

3. Curriculum evaluation/alignment of instruction with South Carolina standards.  

4. Regional and state evaluations of programs and quality of instruction including SACS.  

5. South Carolina State Report Card surveys of faculty, staff, and students regarding the quality of education at HMS.  

6. School portfolio self-study evaluations.  

7. School district evaluations and surveys.  

8. Evaluations of teachers and administrators with a competency based evaluation instrument.  

9. Students who complete three full years of instruction at Hillcrest Middle typically gain 4.5 years of academic growth on 

the PASS achievement test. 


