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Principal Anderson's Message  

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students, 

On behalf of the Palmetto Middle School faculty and 

staff, I would like to welcome you to the 2014-15 school 

year. The mission of Palmetto Middle School is to create 

an environment in which all students are academically 

and socially prepared to be successful in education, 

valued members of the workforce and productive 

members of our society. Our motto is “Excellence at its 

BEST…NO EXCUSES!”  

 I am excited to begin our journey together and celebrate our achievements in the upcoming year. 

Please take the time to familiarize yourself with the student handbook and the ongoing activities 

at Palmetto Middle School. I encourage you to stay involved in your child’s education by joining 

the Palmetto Middle School Parent Teacher Association (PTA), Volunteer, and participate in 

other parent groups of interest. By supporting one another and remaining involved, Palmetto 

Middle School will continue to make huge positive strides.  

 As we begin our work together, let’s remember that it will take ALL of us! I am committed to 

EXCELLENCE and I invite you to join me as we move forward. Education is a joint venture 

between school and home. As we work with our students to help them learn about the world 

around them through the prescribed curriculum, we very much appreciate the support that 

parents give their children at home as they strive to reach their learning goals. The foundation of 

a successful school is the cooperation between the students, staff, parents and community.    

 I look forward to working with you this year as we EXCEL to the Highest!  

Sincerely, 

Rechel M. Anderson 

Rechel M. Anderson, Principal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement   

The mission of Palmetto Middle School is to provide every student with the 

opportunity to become socially mature and academically productive citizens for life. 

About The School   

Who We Are and What We Believe? 

  

Vision Statement 

Palmetto Middle School faculty believes that all students who apply themselves to the learning 

environment will become productive citizens who can develop positive relationships and 

continue to achieve academically and socially. 

 

Our Beliefs 

 All students have the ability to learn and be academically successful. 
 All students need to be nurtured toward productivity. 
 All students need true character to develop socially. 
 All students are unique, worthy of respect, and deserve to be treated with dignity and 
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respect. 
 All students deserve a safe, positive, and secure learning environment. 

Quick Facts  

 Serves approximately 360 students in grades 6th –8th 
 Active Palmetto Alumni Association Sponsors 
 Distinguished Gentlemen Club 
 Academic Challenge Team 
 National Junior Honor Society 
 Sports for 7th and 8th graders (Basketball, Football and Cheerleading) 
 G&T Art 
 Dance Squad 
 Bulldog Band 

 NetLead Grants for African-American Male Initiative and Literacy Initiative 

 It’s Your Game: Keep It Real Grant, sponsored by the SC Campaign-Prevent Teen 

Pregnancy 

 Palmetto News Team 

 Safety Patrol 

 Jumpstart 

 Saturday Academy  

 

 

 

1%

75%

0%

19%

2%3%

Our Students

Asian

African American

American Indian

White

Hispanic

Two or More Races



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31, 69%

14, 31%

Our Staff

Certified

Classified



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bulldog Pride is busting through the walls and corridors! Staff 

and students were excited about the new school year. The addition 

of a mural for the gym, customize benches and framed student 

artwork gave our school a welcoming appeal. 



 

Students at Palmetto Middle School have worked 

extremely hard to improve and achieve 

academically.  We received a “good” growth rating 

on the 2014 State Report Card.  We are working 

diligently to improve our overall academic success 

and move our school to at least an average rating.  

Under the leadership of Principal Anderson, we have 

adopted and upheld the motto, “Excellence At Its 

Best! No Excuses!”  We continue to promote 

academic excellence and student success daily.   

At Palmetto, some 8th grade students are able to 

attain high school Algebra I credit upon successful 

completion of the course.  At this time, Algebra I is 

the only high school level class that we offer.  Our 

Algebra I students completed the course at an 100% passage rate for the 2013-2014 school 

year, a gain of 12% from the previous school year (79%).   

Palmetto has developed many new initiatives this year after receiving multiple grants.  Our 

initiatives are Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS), building effective and positive 

relationships, using data to drive instruction, and improving student achievement.   

Palmetto Middle School students were actively engaged with their Academic Challenge 

team, regional spelling bee and science fair.  We are excited about what our school, and 

most importantly, our students are doing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured from left to right: Mrs. Elizabeth Hucks, 

Principal Rechel Anderson, Madelon Hucks, and 

Superintendent Dr. Dan Strickland. Madelon was 

recognized at Francis Marion University for her 

academic achievement as a Junior Scholar in the 7th 

grade student. 

 

Pictured from left to right: Na’Kyra Buie, Mr. Paspula, Shanice Hannah and 

Mrs. Ella Ford-Williams. The young ladies participated in the Marion Soil and 

Water Conservation District Annual Essay and Scholarship contest and won. 

1st Place – Ti’Onna Lewis (not pictured) ($30.00 Prize), 7th Grader   2nd Pace – 

Shanice Hannah ($25.00 Prize), 7th Grader   3rd Place – Na’Kyra Buie ($15.00 

Prize), 7th Grader. Congratulations and thank you all for representing PMS! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Prashanth Paspula has been with Palmetto Middle School for the past 9 years. 

He works with Special Services as the team leader.  As the team leader, he works 

closely with parents, staff and students to ensure everyone understands their role 

in educating the students.  Mr. Paspula is a kind and generous person who strives 

to bring out the best in those around him. He is never too busy to help and he is 

always professional.   

 

This is why he was elected by his peers to serve as teacher of the year.  Mr. 

Paspula wears many hats and enjoys working with the faculty, staff and students. 

He is dedicated to providing students with educational experiences they can use 

for a lifetime.  

 

We salute and thank you for your dedication and for striving to provide us with 

“Excellence at its best…no excuses”! 



 

 



 

 



 

School Leadership Team: 

Rechel M. Anderson, Principal 

Kelvin Edwards, Assistant Administrator 

Tenika Evans-Pee, Curriculum Facilitator 

Octavia Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

Eunice Shipman-Campbell, Guidance Counselor 

Sandra Coombs, Career Facilitator 

Shawn Ceo, School Resource Officer 

 

School Improvement Council: 

Elected Members   Appointed Members            Ex-Officio Members 

Daniel Weeks   Jackie Graves         Rechel Anderson 

Prashanth Paspula  Barry Hemingway, Chair        Kelvin Edwards 

LaMeeka Woodberry  Rosemarie Holmes                  Octavia Johnson 

Kevin Miller               Gladys Williams-Ceo 

Alishea Mullins              Tenika Evans-Pee 

Tawashia Mullins 

At Palmetto Middle School, we truly promote “Excellence At Its Best,” and there 

is no room for any “excuses!” 

Palmetto Middle School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 

disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 

other designated youth groups. 


