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School Improvement 
Council Members 

• Mrs. Kimberly Nix, Teacher 
• Mrs. Kaye Foxworth, Teacher 
• Mrs. Marisa Human, Parent 
• Mrs. Ashley Hurst, Parent 
• Mrs. Mercedes Moss, Parent 
• Mrs. Whitney Moss, Parent 
• Mr. Joshua Palmer, Community 
• Chief  Chad McNeill, Community 
Chairman - Mrs. Sherry Rigouard 
Ex-Officio Member - Mr. Jeremy Darby 
Ex-Officio Member - Mrs. Jennifer Still

Awards, Grants, & Recognitions 

PSAE STEAM School of Excellence (2022) 

ABC “School of Distinction” (2021)   

Distinguished Arts Program Grant 
Recipient (2020) 

Mary Black Foundation/Alliance for a 
Healthier Generation Grant Recipient 

Palmetto’s Finest School 2017 

National Schools to Watch 
Redesignation III (2014-present) 

Palmetto Silver Award 2018-2019 

COGNIA 50 Years of Excellence Award 

Purpose of  SIC Report 
As mandated by Act 135, the School 
Improvement Council for CGS has 

developed this report to parents and the 
community to highlight the progress the 

school is making in achieving goals 
established by the school’s five-year 

Strategic Plan.



School Goals 
Increase Student Achievement 

• Continued Interventions in all grades (K-8) 
• Trusted Adult Project (Sandy Hook Promise) - 

1:1 with student-identified, in-house mentor  
• Refine, Refuel, Refresh Theme - addressing 

COVID learning loss and prescriptive 
learning plans for all students 

• Expansion of SURGE acceleration to include 
5th Grade ELA and Mathematics 

• Addition of INNOV-8 Class (2nd-8th Grade) 
• Attendance Matters Initiative & SmartPass - 

Maximizing instructional time in school 
• Pathways to Paradise - a teacher-created, 

positive approach to academic & behavior 
expectations (Grades 6-8) 
Enhance Teacher/Admin Quality 

• Continued School-based and district-based 
professional development with Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS) 

• Continued Staff Development on iReady, 
Mastery Connect, Deconstructing Standards, 
Joyful Teacher Initiative, and Writing 

• All teachers Highly-Qualified 
Improve School Climate &         

Parent Communication 

• Reimagined school safety training (A.L.I.C.E.) 
• Improved School Website and Messenger 

Alert improvements through Thrillshare 
• The Wildcat Podcast - with weekly episodes 

that highlight birthdays, character education, 
and school/community events 

• CGS Wildcat Press Newsletter for Parents & 
Community Members (Monthly)

Student Recognitions 
• Art - 5 students’ artwork were recognized at the 

Spartanburg District One Art Show - 3 students’ artwork 
were recognized during Youth Art Month 

• Band - received the 2022-2023 SCBDA Outstanding 
Performance Award and Superior Rating at CPA - 6 
students accepted to SCBDA Region Band with 1 student 
accepted to the SCBDA All-State Junior Band - Superior 
Rating at the SCBDA Jazz Performance Assessment - 
multiple Superior and Excellent Ratings at Solo/Ensemble - 
14 students participated in the Limestone U. Band Clinic  

• Boys Basketball - Foothills Conference Regular Season 
and Tournament Champions - 1 All Conference player 

• Chorus - 5 students accepted to SC ACDA Middle School 
All-State Chorus - 7 students selected for the Spartanburg 
Sings Middle School Honor Choir - Excellent Rating at CPA 

• Football - 1 player named All Conference 
• Girls Basketball - 2 players named All Conference  
• Orchestra - received Superior Rating at CPA and multiple 

Superior Ratings at Solo/Ensemble 
• Robotics - 5 students (2 teams) qualified to compete at 

the VEX IQ Robotics World Championships at Dallas, TX 
• Scholars - 9 students named SC Junior Scholars 
• Scholars Academy - 3 students invited/accepted 
• Volleyball - 2 players named All Conference 
• Staff - Kathryn Mitchell (7th/8th ELA) named Teacher of 

the Year; Mandy Shamis (5th grade teacher) named 
Reading Teacher of the Year

Community Involvement 
• Children’s Cancer Partners of the Carolinas - raised 

over $1,000 in one day for Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month (Kidz in Lids)  

• 4-Legged Friends Fundraiser - collected dog/cat food 
and toys for the Foothills Humane Society & P3 Rescue 

• District #1 Canned Food Drive - over 1,600 canned 
foods collected for local food banks and pantries  

• District #1 Christmas for All - collected new toys and 
new blankets for local families during the holidays 

• SFC Charles A. Judge, Jr. Memorial Stand Down - 
collected toothpaste and toothbrushes for veterans 

• United Way of the Piedmont - raised over $2,000

Challenges & Opportunities for Growth 
• Implementation of Multi-Tiered System of 

Supports and SOAR Data Conversations 
•Continued implementation of the Arts in the 

Basic Curriculum and Distinguished Arts 
Program (strive for “Visionary School”) 

•Academic Achievement of all sub-groups 
•Response to Unencumbered Time and a 

revised CGS Master Schedule with expanded 
academic arts offerings 

•Continued expansion of NEW reading 
resources and NEW math manipulatives 

•Addition of a Behavior Interventionist @ CGS

Report Card Ratings 
•2021-2022  Excellent  
•2020-2021  NR*  
•2019-2020  NR* 
•2018-2019  Good 
•2017-2018  Good 
•2014-2015  Excellent 
•2013-2014  Excellent 
*South Carolina schools did not receive 
a rating in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 
due to the COVID19 pandemic.  
NR = Not Rated

2022 SCReady Data 


